: tion you have for this indecent and untrue Suggeftion? What Authority have

HORATIO SHARPE, Elg; Governor. 53

you for infinuating, that
is Hou was under any Reftraint with Regard to either of thofe Points ? Or, whatReafon have you to
;x}::seH»\?: f:r:‘-:aec:w more at laigye in Refpett to thegm than heretofore 7 If you have no Foundation for this Be-
ha\l')iour, what Regard will any Thing you fay deferve ? You tell us, you 'takg the Tax upon the Propnemy
Fftate, and the Great Offices of the Government, to have been our real Objections to the Supply Bill in 1958,
and ought to have fhewn us where we made thefe Objetions ; but if you cannot dz?thu, what muft the
World think, not only of your Infinuations, but your expref§ Allegations ? Your. haymg Recgnr& to thofe
Objedtions in 1758, will not ferve your Purpofe, for you will there find no Objections to cither of thofe
Particulars being at a/l taxed, as you would have it underf?ood, but only to the Manper, and the Quantum,
the Lower Houfe was then pleafed to impofe on thofe Objects of Tax, as being too liable to abafe, and
greatly above the Proportion they ought to bear. We }Vlﬂl,”Gentlefflefr, you would pay fome R to
Truth and Decency, at leaft while you afpire to the Rights and Privileges of the Brisib Houle of Com-
mons. ‘The Truth is, as far as we can judge from the whole Tenor of your Conduft, both within Doors
and without, that you are endeavouring to perfuade your Conﬁxtucn@, the frequent Mifcarriages of dus
your favourite Bill, are owing only to a Difpute between the Lord Proprietary and the Great Officers of this
Government of one Part, and yourfelves on the other, upon the Point of Taxing, or not Taxing, his Eftate
and their Offices, to cover which (@iz. Objections in 1758 to Taxing thofe two Objeéts) you {ay moft of
the others were only thrown in as a Barrier ; whereas, we now repeat, that no Obje&ion has been gxadc 15
Taxing either of thofe Particulars; neither his Lordfhip, nor thofe Great Officers you refer to, having any
Objcétion, that we know of, againft a proportional Tax either upon his Eftate or their Offices ; for the Ob-
jections you would have thus underflood, are only to the Manner, and the Quantum, then propofed, con-
fiderably above the Proportion at which other People were to have been taxed ; and to prevent, as far_a; pof-
fible, every future Opportunity of Poifoning the Minds of the P'eopl'e, by thus {mpofmg apon their Under-
ftandings, permit us to inform you, That the true general Queftion in Debate, is, Whether the Lozd Pro-
prietor, the Upper Houfe, and People, thall be fubjeéted to a new and unconftitutional Power of Opprefiicn,
without any Remedy, or mot? T he Parties are the two Hoaufes, the Lower Houfe has been contending
for the Affirmative, and this Houfe for the Negative, in Nine fucceflive Struggles upon this important
Quettion. ) ) ) ) ) ) -
A Concern upon a Difappointment in any of your fanguine Purfuits bemg natural, we can eafily credit
your Exprefion of Sorrow, that (what you call) an occafional Waver of your Rights, in refpe&t to the
Mode of Proceeding on Money Bills, has not had the Effet you defired, from our nnhappily (inflead of
propofing Objeétions or Amendments to your Money Bill, purfuant to the Leave you had given us) dif-
puting the Rights you affame in refpeét to fuch Bills, and thereby obftru@ing the Eftablithment of fuch &
Claim - Had you indeed waved your obftinate Adherence to your anwarrantable Affeffment Bill, and paid
a due Regard to our former Objections, fo far as they were applicable, your Waver had been of real Im-
postance to his Majelty’s Service, and your own Credit, and might have afforded us fome Encouragement
to add our Affitance in promoting fo laudable a Defign ; but we muft take the Liberty to tell you, that you

‘Kave waved no:hing upon this Occafion, becaufe you had nothing to wave ; for your Claim of the fame

Righes with the Briri/s Houfe of Commons (tho’ you feem inclined for the prefent to allow us thofe of the
Britis Houfe of Lords) will avail nothing, becaufe having different Foundations, no Inference can be

fairly drawn from the Rights of one to eftablith the Claims of the other : The Houfe of Commons have &

Law peculiar to themfelves, called Lex Parliamenti, which is, we prefume, founded on the antient Ufages
of that particular Body : If you fhould be pleafed to be called the Houfe of Commons, we think you would
gain nothing by fuch a Mealure, becaufe, as the Houfe of Commons of Marpland, would fiill be a diftin&
Body from the Houfe of Commons of Great-Britain, we do not perceive how affuming the Appellation of
the Briti/p Houfe of Commons, will transfer to you that Lex Parliamenti of the Houfe of Commons in
Britain; their antient Ufages not being your Ufages ; and perhaps they might be offended, if not at the
Affumption of their Name, yet at afluming the Lex Parliaments, which they may be apt to confider asa
Right peculiar to themfelves ; your Rights, Gentlemen, are founded only in the Royal Charter; your partica-
lar Ufages, and the Common Law of England: What thofe Rights are, the Charter, Journals, and Law
Books, may inform you; but we fhrewdly fufpe&, you will be fo far from fupporting your extraordinary
Claims from either of them, that the Charter and Journals in particalar will operate firongly againft them,
and tend to fupport that Part of our laft Meffage, with which you feem to have been fo highly offended ;
and here, upon your Intimation that you had not Time at prefent to look fully into the Matter, we leave
you to cultivate an Acquaintance with your own Journals, where you will undoubtedly find fufficient Evi-
dence, from the earlieft to the prefent Times, to deftroy all Pretence of Right to your exorbitant Claims;
that the Body now called the Lower Houfe, and that now called the Upper Houfe, were Coeval ; that after
feveral Years Confideration, our Conftitution was eftablithed in it’s prefent Form ; ever fince which, the
Upper Houfe has been a Conftitutional Check upon any frantic Humour that might feize the Lower Houfe;
and we are well fatisfied, that at this particular Seafon, every fenfible Man applauds the Forefight and Wif-
dom of our Anceftors in that Eftablifhment.

The earlieft Eftabliment of our Conftitution being in it’s prefent Form, your Objetion to the Upper
Houfe as a dependant Branch of the Legiflature, becomes the more ridiculous ;-and when it is confidered
that the feveral Legiflatures in Briti/b America (except one, or two at moft) confift of three Branches, and
that the middle Branch in each (three Inftances only excepted) is appointed in like Manner with ourfelves,
we hope you will not think an Upper Houfe a Misfortune peculiar to this Province, nor expec to perfuade
us to give up our Exiftence while there are fo many fimilar Bodies in America to countenance our Claim ; and
were we as much difpofed to rail at former Times as you feem to be, we might, in your Tafte, Cenfure
the Proprietary, and that Body now called the Upper Houfe, for admitting fuch a Branch as the Lower
Houfe into the Legiflatre, and charge it upon them as ¢ an Evil! which the People of this Province
“ moft fenfibly feel,” (as indeed they do very much to their Coft) ¢ and which we fear their laceft Poﬁe;i‘:lyl
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